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The Apocrypha began to be produced (so far as known) in the second century, mostly in Ebionitic

and Gnostic circles, and, with few exceptions, were repudiated and condemned by the Church. Only

later, and in modified and expurgated forms, did their stories pass into the general Catholic tradition.

The second century seems to have been a perfect hot-bed for the production of this class of

writings.Of the purely heretical Gospels most have perished (for an account of some of the Gnostic

ones, see Baring-Gouldâ€™s Lost and Hostile Gospels (1874), and Lipsius, as above). But apart

from doctrinal reasons, sufficient motive always existed in persons of lax tendency to pander to the

principle of curiosity and love of the marvellous in human nature by inventions of narratives on

subjects on which the genuine Gospels were silent. An existing narrative, or traditions of sayings

and doings of Jesus, might be, and frequently were, manipulated, recast, or embellished; but the

grand opportunity came when the Gospels said nothing at all. Here was a space which imagination

could fill up at pleasure. The stories might be puerile, demoralising, ridiculous to the last degree, but

if they were only circumstantial and marvellous enough, and were backed up by names of Apostles,

or others of repute, the narrator could always rely on finding readers greedy to receive them. This is

precisely what happened with the Apocryphal Gospels.
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